
Community College 
and the 2+2 System



What is a
Community College? 



Research
Universities

e.g. Purdue University, Penn State 
University, University of Michigan, 

Oregon State University

Community College
e.g. Shoreline Community College, 
Aims Community College, Houston 

Community College

Specialized
Schools

e.g. Berklee College of Music, 
Savannah College of Design, 

Colorado School of Mines

Private 
Colleges/Universities

e.g. Franklin and Marshall College, 
Claremont McKenna College, 

Middlebury College

Degree Types

Bachelor’s
Master’s
Doctoral

Degree Types

Bachelor’s
Master’s
Doctoral

Degree Types

Associate’s

Degree Types

Varies

Types of Institutions



How many colleges and 
universities are there in 

the United States?



4,627
Wow! That’s a lot.



20
out of 1,462
community
colleges
with the most 
international students

TOP
Shoreline
Community College

i s  in  the

1462 Community 
Colleges in the US



What can I learn at
a community 

college?



2+2 Transfer

◦ Study for 2 years
at a community college--90 Credits 

• Associate in Arts
• Associate in Science

Graduate, transfer and 
study for another 2 years 
at a university – 90 Credits

• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Science

What is it?



Depending on remedial Math or English needed



2+2 Transfer

2 years + 2 years

Community 
College



2+2 Transfer
African Studies
American Studies
American Ethnic Studies
Anthropology
Architectural Studies
Art History
Business
Cinema, Film and Media Studies
Construction Management
Communication Studies
Computer Science
Creative Writing
Criminal Justice
Diagnostic Ultrasound
Drama — Theatre Arts
East Asian Studies
Economics
Elementary Education
English Language and Literature
Environmental Studies
Exercise Science and Kinesiology
Gender and Women’s Studies
Geography

Associate in Arts Majors

Health Informatics
History
Humanities
Informatics
International/Global Studies
Journalism
Mathematics/Applied Math/Statistics
Music
Nutrition and Food Science
Occupational Therapy
Philosophy
Physical Therapy
Physician Assistant
Political Science
Pre-Law
Pre-Nursing
Public and Community Health
Psychology
Secondary Education
Social Work and Human Services
Sociology
Speech and Hearing Sciences
World Languages



2+2 Transfer

Astronomy
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Engineering

Aeronautical
Bio-Engineering
Chemical
Civil
Computer
Electrical
Industrial
Materials Science
Mechanical

Environmental Science
Forestry

Associate in Science Majors

Geology
Health Sciences
Pre-medicine
Nursing
Pharmacy
Physical therapy
Mathematics
Oceanography
Physics
Wildlife Sciences
Zoology



How do I Transfer?



• Start Early – About one year ahead
• Course choices matter
• Get involved
• Make a comprehensive list

• Reach
• Match
• Safety

• Prepare documents early
• Check the English Proficiency Requirements-TOEFL/IELTS

Transfer Planning Strategies



What do you need to apply?

• Online application
• Official College and high school Transcripts
• Personal Statement/Essay
• English Proficiency
• Application fee
• Recommendations?



How do Colleges Choose?

◦ Holistic based on:
▫ GPA
▫ Course Selection
▫ Prerequisites
▫ Essay/Personal Statement
▫ Activities



Community Service

Volunteer Match

Food Bank

Habitat for Humanity



Leadership

◦ In what way are you a leader?  
▫ In School
▫ In Church
▫ In Sports
▫ In Scouts
▫ In Clubs



Online Search Engines

• College Data
• BigFuture
• Niche
• PrepScholar
• College Navigator

• NOTE: 
• Be wary of sites like College Confidential



Finalize your list

• Identify your 
• Reach
• Match
• safety schools (4-8 schools)  

• Attend a College Fair to ask questions
• Look at the colleges' websites
• Consider 

• Cost
• Location
• living options
• weather at the location
• Private vs public





Spreadsheet to Keep Track



Personal Statement

◦ Resources:
▫ UCLA
▫ University of California
▫ Purdue OWL
▫ The College Essay Guy
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