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AFSA MISTAKES

It may seem lke you have plenty of time tofile your FAFSA — afteral, for any given school year, the
deadline isn't untilJune of the folowing year. Butstudents can miss out on ot of potenial aid fthey
don'tfle soon. FAFSA.gov recommends filing ASAP after Jan. 1 — and that means geting your taxes
done ASAP, tool

INESTA KE #1: SKIPPING THE FAFSA
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THE FAFSA TAKES 0 COMPLETE

& can save you thousands o dollars each year.
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MESTAKE #2: PROCRASTINATION

Procrastination is a bad habitfor any colege hopeful, especially when you'e applying for financial aid.

2014-2015 DEADLINES VARY BY STATE,  Mast need-based financial aidis awarded on  irt-come,
fist-served basis, ncluding:
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'T0 30 DAYS AFTER THE TERM STARTS Grants Loans Work-study
DON'T FORGET YOUR TRXES: w5 oo st enyor e sin -
NESTAKE #3: SAING N0 T0 WORK STUDY

You can always opt out later, but don't deny yourself the oppartunity for on-campus work up front.

Federal work-study (FWS)
awards for 2012-2013

683,000

Number of students awarded FWS, 2012-2013
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FWS recipients come from households.
with incomes less than $30,000

Average work-study earings per year

MESTAKE #&: FAILING T0 DOUBLE-CHECK

MAKE SURE YOU'RE FILLING OUT THE RIGHT QUESTIONS WITH THE RIGHT ANSWERS.

M sT A KE #5 " -I-Ml Reporting incorrect tax information can
» disqualify you from need-based aid.

DONT INCLUDE:
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Your AGl (adjusted gross ~ Home equity from your  Qualified retirement accounts 4. PLANS
income), o your application  primary residence in your nontasable net worth

vil be rejected ofyour investments:

The FAFSA asks for a federal income tax igure from a specifc line of the federal tax return.

NESTRKE #6: FRGETTING YOUR SIGNATURE

(VES, THIS ACTUALLY HAPPENS)
MOST COMMON REASONS A FAFSA LACKS A SIGNATURE:

) Parentis not present to sign his/her portion
Wy Normn
) Forgotten PIN

To avoid many ofthe most common FAFSA mistakes,use the RS
Data Retreval Tool to automaticaly ransfer your tax nformaton.
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